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Resolution MSC.402(96), affecting 
requirements for maintenance on Life Saving 
Appliances, came into force on January 
1st 2020, therefore its principles are now 
mandatory.

All Flag Administrations either approve 
service suppliers directly (as done already 
today by Panama – Bahamas – etc.) or rely 
on approval granted by other Administrations 
(as Bermuda - Malta – Singapore – etc.)

Present and future services can be carried out by qualified service 
providers approved for the specific make and type of equipment 
by either the Administration or the RO acting on its behalf.

References

IMO recognized the need to establish a uniform, safe and 
documented standard for maintenance, thorough examination, 
operational testing, overhaul and repair of lifeboats (including 
free-fall lifeboats) and rescue boats (including fast rescue 
boats), launching appliances and release gear, therefore 
MSC.402(96) has been issued.

MSC.402(96) also adopted amendments to regulations III/3 
and III/20 of the International Convention for the Safety of 
Life at Sea, 1974 (“the Convention”), concerning maintenance, 
thorough examination, operational testing, overhaul and repair 
of lifeboats and rescue boats, launching appliances and release 
gear.

The requirements for maintenance, thorough examination, 
operational testing, overhaul and repair of lifeboats and 
rescue boats, launching appliances and release gear listed 
in this resolution relate to the following regulations: 

1. SOLAS regulation III/20 – Operational readiness, 
maintenance and inspections

2. SOLAS regulation III/36 – Instructions for onboard 
maintenance
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Requirements for Authorization 
of Service Suppliers

1. Employment and documentation of personnel certified in accordance 
with a recognized national, international or industry standard as 
applicable, or a manufacturer’s established certification program. 

In either case, the certification program shall comply with section 8 for 
each make and type of equipment for which service is to be provided

2. Availability of sufficient tools, and in particular any specialized tools 
specified in the manufacturer’s instructions, including portable tools as 
needed for work to be carried out on board ship;

3. Access to appropriate parts and accessories as specified for 
maintenance and repair;

4. Availability of the manufacturer’s instructions for repair work involving 
disassembly or adjustment of on-load release mechanisms and davit 
winches; 

5. A documented and certified quality system.

Personnel for the work specified in paragraphs 4.2 and 4.3 shall be 
certified by the manufacturer or authorized service provider for each 
make and type of the equipment to be worked on.
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Weekly and monthly inspections and routine maintenance as 
specified in the equipment maintenance manual(s), shall be 
conducted by authorized service providers, or by shipboard 
personnel under the direction of a senior ship’s officer in 
accordance with the maintenance manual(s). 

Annual thorough examinations and operational tests, shall be 
conducted by certified personnel of either the manufacturer or 
an authorized service provider. 
The service provider may be the ship operator provided that it 
is authorized. 

Five-year thorough examination, any overhaul, overload 
operational tests, and repair shall be conducted by certified 
personnel of either the manufacturer or an authorized service 
provider.
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Authorization

Authorization to service provide can be issued either: 

1. By the Administration: upon successful initial audit of a service 
provider, an authorization document shall be issued by the 
Administration defining the scope of services provided (e.g. makes and 
types of equipment). The expiry date shall be clearly written on the 
document; the Administration shall ensure that work continues, e.g. by 
periodic audit, to be carried out in accordance with these Requirements, 
and shall withdraw the authorization of service providers who are not in 
compliance; 

2. By other Administrations or by a Recognized Organization: 
the Administration may accept or recognize service providers authorized 
by other Administrations or by their Recognized Organizations.

Is responsibility of the company to 
choose the approved service supplier 
of their preference based on their 
criteria (availability, cost, quality, 
records, agreements, etc.)

Companies are not forced to use 
manufacturers or their representatives.
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Administrations positions

Administrations have adopted 
MSC.402(96). Some administrations 
directly audit the service suppliers 
and upon satisfactorily results 
issue a certificate of approval.

Example of such administrations are:
•	 Panama
•	 Bahamas 
•	 Belgium
•	 Liberia
•	 Denmark

REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT



Regulatory Framework Regulatory Framework

BC Service BC Service

REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT

Administrations positions

In other cases the administrations 
rely on other flag approval or on  
certificates of approval issued by 
Recognized Organizations, such as 
RINA, Lloyd’s Register, BV, DNV-GL,  
ABS etc.

Example of such administrations are:

•	 Bermuda
•	 Italy
•	 UK
•	 Hong Kong 
•	 Marshall Island
•	 Singapore
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BC Service, authorized by most Administrations 
and Classification Societies, with over 60 service 
engineers certified for majority of existing make 
and type of LSA equipment, through a real global 
presence, is a reliable and one stop solution 
for all LSA needs, fully compliant with SOLAS / 
Resolution 402(86) requirements.

Our Service Engineers expertise:

• Certification OPITO training
• License DPI 3rd level
• Certification H2S training
• First Aid and Fire Fighting Course

BC Service is approved and its service engineers are certified 
for most Make & Type, to include but not limited to: 

For more details and most up to date list of M&T, please contact 
us at service@bcserviceinc.com

• Hyundai
• Tecnimpianti
• Schat Harding
• Fassmer
• Davit International
• Norsafe
• Viking
• Jiangyin Wolong F.R.P. Co.
• Jiangyin Neptune Marine 
Appliance Co
• Jiangyinshi Beihai LSA Co
• Bianchi & Cecchi
• Hatecke
• Acebi
• Bada
• Dongnam Marine
• Dongwoo
• DSB Engineering
• Esvagt
• Global Davit

• Henriksen
• I know Machinery
• Jiangyin Jiaoyan
• Mansei
• Nishi-F
• Oriental
• Palfinger 
• Qingdao Beihai 
• Sekigahara 
• Shigi 
• Nadiro
• Wuxi Dongwu
• Wuxi Haihong
• Wuxi Haihai
• Wuxi Mingzi 
• Wuxi Xingsheng
• Zhenjiang Marine
• Haean Machinery
• Jiangsu Jiaoyan (Jiangyin Xinjiang)
• Hydralift

• Greben
• Pesbo
• Beretta
• Woo II
• Vest Davit
• Zollern
• Youngnam
• Sezamor
• Pellegrini
• Ningbo Kairong
• Navigation’s
• Gurdesan
• Mor Saverio
• Tsuneishi
• SSI
• Survitec
• Mad Rock
• Zodiac
• Vanguard
• Maritime Partner
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The ASP is to be authorized and 
personnel certified for each make 
and type for which service is to 
be provided

It is responsibility of the Company to ensure 
that they employ and Authorised Service Provider 
for the specific make and type of equipment to be serviced. 
It is responsibility of the Service Provider to provide services 
through their personnel certified for the specific make and 
type of equipment to be serviced.

Approval recap by most common flags

Flag Name Legislation Followed
Audits and Issues Its 

own Certificate
Relies on other 

Administration/ROs
How can BCS work?

Bahamas MSC.402(96) YES NO Certificated by Flag

Barbados MSC.402(96) NO YES Certificated by RO

Belgium MSC.402(96) YES YES Certificated by Flag

Bermuda MSC.402(96) NO YES Certificated by RO

Canada MSC.402(96) NO YES Certificated by RO

Cayman Islands MSC.402(96) NO YES Certificated by RO

Cyprus MSC.402(96) YES YES Certificated by RO

Denmark MSC.402(96) YES YES Certificated by Flag

Isle of Man MSC.402(96) NO YES Certificated by RO

Italy MSC402(96) NO YES Certificated by RO

Liberia MSC402(96) YES NO Certificated by Flag

Malta MSC.402(96) NO YES Certificated by RO

Marshall Islands MSC.402(96) NO YES Certificated by RO

MCA MSC.402(96) NO YES Certificated by RO

Norway MSC.402(96) NO YES Certificated by RO

Panama MSC.402(96) YES NO Certificated by Flag

Portugal MSC.402(96) NO YES Certificated by RO

Singapore MSC.402(96) NO YES Certificated by RO

USCG MSC.402(96) NO YES Certificated by RO
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For information on other flags please 
contact us at quality@bcserviceinc.com



service@bcserviceinc.com
sales@bcserviceinc.com
bcservicegroup.com

United States 
13181 NW 43rd Avenue 
Miami, FL 
33054 United States

Italy 
Via al Molo Giano 
16128 Genova
(GE) Italy

Singapore
16 Stanley Street
Level 3
Singapore 068735 

China 
Room 4-110, 2nd floor
2351 West of Changjiang rd
Baoshan District, Shanghai


